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The movie Hidden Figures highlights the historical women of color whose 

meticulous calculations helped the U.S. catch up in the “space race” and send John 

Glenn into orbit around Earth. But NASA had many such "hidden figures," and one 

of the most notable is engineer and rocket scientist Jacqueline Mims, who was the 

first African-American civil servant to be certified as a ground controller for NASA 

unmanned spacecraft.   

Mims developed an early love affair with NASA. She attended high school near NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland 

and witnessed the explosion of the Challenger in 1986. Understanding what went wrong with the space shuttle became a 

personal challenge, and led to her application to NASA’s co-op program while she was still in high school. She used her 

experience there as an administrative assistant to soak up as much about engineering as possible, and went on to receive an 

academic scholarship to Towson University, where she earned a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science and Business 

Administration with Honors. At Townson University, she was a founding member of the Upsilon Pi Epsilon Computer Science & 

Computer Engineer Honor Society.  

Mims first full-time position with NASA was as Aerospace Technologist, programming data telemetry processing systems on 

board in-orbit satellites. The code she developed made secure transmission of data from the satellite to the ground station 

possible, and enabled the world to see graphical images of outer space.  

After four years of writing code, Mims joined NASA’s Mission Operations, who had downsized and were recruiting civil servants 

to fill highly technical unmanned spacecraft command controller positions. She spent six months studying and shadowing 

Mission Operations’ engineers, passed the challenging final examination with flying colors, and became the first African American 

certified to command and control satellites for Small Explorer (SMEX) missions.  

At Mission Control, Mims’ first mission was as craft controller of the Transition Region and Coronal Explorer (TRACE), a satellite 

devised to deepen understanding of our dynamic sun’s activity. TRACE was designed to take correlated images in a range of 

wavelengths, from visible light through far ultraviolet, and was the first mission to image an entire cycle of solar activity. Mims’ 

last mission was on the Wide Field Infrared Explorer (WIRE), attempting to determine how stars were formed. She became part 

of the team that transitioned WIRE satellite operations to the Operations Control Center at Bowie State University, which has 

given students at a historically black university the tools and credentials necessary for flying satellites.  
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Mims has received numerous awards for her achievements at NASA.  

 Trumpet Award, which honors the accomplishments of Black Americans who have succeeded against immense odds and 

inspire success in others  (Honorees include Mohammed Ali, Beyonce’, Clive David, Ray Charles and Magic Johnson) 

 Most Promising Engineer in Government at the Black Engineer of the Year Awards 

 Government Leadership Award by USBE (US Black Engineer) 

  Top Ten Minority Women in Science and Engineering by the National Technical Association. 

The eldest of three girls, Mims was the first in her family to finish college. She learned much of her tenacity from her mother, 

who taught her to fix household appliances as a young girl and engendered in Mims a belief that exploration by dismantling, and 

finding solutions to problems, was fun—and that there was nothing too difficult for a woman.  

Mims decided to accept another challenge by adding Entrepreneur to her list of accomplishments.  Mims is CEO and Founder of 

My Global STEM Academy, a not for profit in Wake County, North Carolina.  The mission of My Global STEM Academy is to equip 

and empower the next generation of STEM leaders around the world to develop and maintain a passion for STEM.  Through 

personalized and hands-on learning programs that focus on science, technology, engineering and math, My Global STEM 

Academy affords students the experience, skills, and values that will prepare them to excel in the 21st century. 

Mims is also a highly sought after Award-Winning International Speaker, Author, Mastermind Trainer, STEM & Women’s 

Advocate and College Educator.    She has traveled to Guyana, Kenya and Uganda teaching and empowering   women and youth 

to pursue STEM and issuing a call to action for all to dream bigger and to be willing to perform the work necessary to bring 

dreams into reality.  Recently, Mims received the Dr. Astell Collins Global Inspiration Award from iChange Nations, the largest 

culture of honor organization in the world.  She is also the National Black MBA’s 2019 Outstanding MBA of the Year award 

recipient. 

Mims is extremely passionate about leaving a legacy that will make our Ancestors proud.  She is the proud mother of two 

successful young adult trail blazers, who continue to follow in their Mom’s footsteps to make this world a better place. 

CVMSDC I 9115 Harris Corners Parkway, Suite 440 I Tel: (704)-549-1000 I info@cvmsdc.org I cvmsdc.org  


